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XXXV. Aecount of fome Bones found in
the Rock of Gibraltar, in a Letter from
John Boddington, E/fg; zo Dr. William
Huater, F.R.S. with fone Remarks from
Dr. Hunter iz a Letter to Dr. Mathew
Maty, M.D. Sec. R.S.

Dear Sir,

Read Feb. 1,7 BEG your acceptance of a piece of

1770 the rock of Gibraltar, which my
friend Colonel Green, chief engineer of that garrifon,
has brought from thence, and given to meas a natural
curiofity : it appears to me a very extraordinary one
indeed ; therefore, I fhall attempt to explain to you
the manner of difcovering it, and leave the reft to
your better judgment. ,

You muft know then, Sir, that Gibraltar is al-
ways attended to with great circumfpeétion. ‘The
city, town, and fortification are all upon a rock, and
fand ; of which the whole peninfula is compofed : as
nature changes the face of the rock, the engineers
have a watchful eye to apply art in forming the de-
fences where nature fails; a particular inftance of
which happened in the courfe of the prefent year,
by the craggy part of the rock falling away, fo as to
admit the probability of an entrance intothe fortifica-

tion ;
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tion; to obftruct which, the wall marked ¢, in the in-~
clofed fketch, Tas. X. was ereed 7o feet diftant
from the fea thore, and 57 feet perpendicular above
high water mark. In blowing up the rock to make
way for the foundation of the faid wall, there was dif-
covered confiderable quantities of petrified bones, as
you may perceive upon examining the piece of rock,
which you may be certain was taken from the fpot
by Colonel Green, and has been in the pofieffion of
no perfon but himfelf, till delivered to,

DEeAR Sir,

Your much obliged,
and moft obedient

humbile fervant,

Tower, John Boddington.

27 Dec, 1769.

Dear Sig,

BY the examination of two pieces of the rock
of Gibraliar, which are in my pofleflion, I find that
they are not, what I, at firlt, took them to be, hu-
man bones, but thofe of fome quadrupede. I dif-
covered this, with my brother’s affiftance, by clear-
ing the teeth of the cruft that covered them, fo as
to fee their fhape more diftin&ly.

The two mailes of bones are blended with pieces
of the marble, of which the whole rock of Gibral-

tar,
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tar, asIam informed, is compofed; and all the con
ftituent pieces are cemented ftrongly together with
a browni(h-coloured calcareous cryftallization, or fta-
lactite. Where the interflices are large, there are va-
cant fpaces; and the furfaces of all fuch cavities are
covered with granulated cryftallization about : of
an inch thick.

This cryftallized cruft, no doubt, was depofited
from the water pafling through the cavern in which:
the bones had been lodged ; and by foaking through
the porous fubftance of every bone, the water had
likewife depofited a cruft of the fame nature, but
much thinner, on all the internal furfaces of the hol-
low and {pongy bones. ‘The bones were not in-any
other fenfe petrified.

1am,
Dear Sir,
moft faithfully yours,

William Hunter,
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